
 

Turning Pine Sap Into 'Ever-Green' Plastics 

Chuanbing Tang at the University of South Carolina is developing new plastics that are "green" from the cradle to the grave.  

Link 
 
Asia, South America to get 'lion's share' of biopolymer investment 

The "lion's share" of capital investment in bio-based polymers through 2020 will happen in Asia and South America because of 

better access to feedstocks and a favorable political framework, according to a new study from Germany's Nova Institute.  

Link 

Nampak Plastics looks to lightweight the milk industry 

Nampak Plastics, a UK producer of plastic milk bottles, says it has created the world's lightest four-pint high density polyethylene 

(HDPE) bottle. 

Link 
 
3-D Printing Using Old Milk Jugs 

Suppose you could replace "Made in China" with "Made in my garage." Suppose also that every time you polished off a jug of two 

percent, you would be stocking up on raw material to make anything from a cell phone case and golf tees to a toy castle and a 

garlic press. 

Link 

Is plastic packaging the ‘silent hero’ to the global food waste problem? 

Food packaging companies are working smarter than ever before to develop packaging which is lighter, more sustainable and 

more recyclable, but are still fit for purpose in terms of protecting, preserving and presenting food to a high standard, said Alan 

Davey, director of innovation at Linpac Packaging. 

Link 

Trend Watch - March 2013 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/02/130220170631.htm
http://www.plasticsnews.com/article/20130307/NEWS/130309938/asia-south-america-to-get-lions-share-of-biopolymer-investment
http://www.plasticstoday.com/articles/Nampak-Plastics-looks-to-lightweight-the-milk-industry-0221201201
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/03/130301153645.htm
http://www.plasticstoday.com/articles/Is-plastic-packaging-the-silent-hero-to-the-global-food-waste-problem0313201301


 

Food waste and packaging: Fighting negative perceptions while continuing to innovate 

In a world of seven billion people, set to grow to nine billion by 2050, about one-third of all food produced, worth around $1 trillion, gets 

lost or wasted in food production and consumption systems, according to data released by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of 

the United Nations. 

Link 

Misconceptions about plastics alive and well 

Plastic bags, BPA - it's all the same thing, right? If you work in the plastics industry, you know the answer is no. But it's no secret that some 

politicians, journalists and consumers do not understand the distinction between all the different types of plastics.  

Link 
 
Plastic film recycling rises to 1 billion lb annually 

A new report reveals that in 2011 plastic film recycling rose by 4% to reach 1 billion lb annually—a new high for the recovery of plastic 

bags, wraps, and shrink film. 

Link 
 
Global HDPE market to reach $70 billion by 2019 

The versatility of high density polyethylene will help the global market sell to almost $70 billion by 2019, according to a new report from 

Ceresana Research. 

Link  

STUDY 

Greening Fast Food Packaging: A Roadmap to Best Practices 

This report takes aim at one key area that must be addressed to improve sustainability in the fast food industry: packaging. 

Link 

http://www.plasticstoday.com/articles/Food-waste-and-packaging-Fighting-negative-perceptions-while-continuing-to-innovate0314201301
http://www.plasticstoday.com/blogs/Misconceptions-about-plastics-alive-and-well-0304201301
http://www.packworld.com/sustainability/recycling/plastic-film-recycling-rises-1-billion-lb-annually
http://www.plasticsnews.com/article/20130312/NEWS/130319979/global-hdpe-market-to-reach-70-billion-by-2019
http://www.dogwoodalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/0911104-Dogwood-Packaging-Report-Final.pdf

