
Plastic Industry 

US resin sector up 85 percent in 10 years 

The plastics resin sector in the United States generates $87.1 billion in revenues annually, having grown by more than 85 percent in 
the last decade according to a new report from the American Chemistry Council. 

In addition to being a robust industry, the report says the 54,900 people directly employed by plastic resin manufacturers are doing 
better than a vast majority of their counterparts in other industries. 

Link 
European study says exposure to BPA 'lower than estimated' 

European consumers are exposed to even less Bisphenol A than previously thought, the European Food Safety Authority has conclud-
ed in its first review of the chemical since 2006. 

Link 
Firms sign on to effort to support US manufacturing 

A Missouri design and mold making company has launched a new on-line effort to promote the American plastics industry. 

More than a dozen other firms have already joined in R&D/Leverage’s effort at the site supportplasticsusa.com, said Robert Schia-
vone, global marketing director for the company based in Lee’s Summit, Mo., in a July 2 news release. 

Link 

Packaging 

 

Recycling, bioplastics projects featured this week 

New projects in the recycling and bioplastics sectors are featured in this week's Material Insights video. Also this week, we report on 
an investment of more than $8 million in a bioplastics plant in New York state, as well as two compounding-related items. 

Link 

Plastic can mirrors benefits of canned food packaging 

RPC Containers Corby has launched a plastic container designed to offer benefits traditionally associated with can packaging. 

Link 

KHS digital printing for bottles 

KHS will demonstrate its Innoprint machine, which can print directly onto PET bottles instead of using labels, at Drinktec 2013. 

Link 

Trend Watch - July 2013 

http://www.plasticsnews.com/article/20130724/NEWS/130729974/us-resin-sector-up-85-percent-in-10-years
http://www.plasticsnews.com/article/20130725/NEWS/130729965/european-study-says-exposure-to-bpa-lower-than-estimated
http://www.plasticsnews.com/article/20130702/NEWS/130709979/firms-sign-on-to-effort-to-support-us-manufacturing
http://www.plasticsnews.com/article/20130715/MULTIMEDIA01/130719968/recycling-bioplastics-projects-featured-this-week
http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Packaging/Plastic-can-mirrors-benefits-of-canned-food-packaging
http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Packaging/KHS-digital-printing-for-bottles


 

Sustainability 

Collaboration enables sustainable win 

In 2005, to address the sustainability challenge caused by the waste issue, Walmart publicly committed to three long-term sustainability 
goals: 

Link 
What’s new in packaging-specific environmental evaluation tools 

There already exists a range of tools—from guidelines and checklists, to packaging-specific life cycle-based tools and specific Life Cycle 
Assessment (LCA) software—within the packaging design toolbox that can help organizations. These tools range from simple and freely 
available tools to complex and subscription-based options.  

Link 

Label launches for products made with wind energy 

Belguim-based nonprofit Windmade has introduced a global consumer label for products using a minimum of 75% renewable energy.  

Link 

Recycling 

New campaign seeks to make recycling a daily social norm  

he average American produces 4.4 pounds of trash a day, and on the whole, the U.S.  produces more than 250 million tons of trash each 
year. However, only about 35% of that trash is currently recycled, according to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  

Link 

Editorial: the Green Fence's upside 

Forget about lemonade. In our industry, when life hands you a lemon, mix up a whiskey sour. The "lemon" here is China's Green Fence, an 
initiative launched in February that cracks down on contaminated recyclables arriving in Shanghai, Shenzhen or one of China's other 130 
international ports. 

Link 

Report: Various tactics used to increase recycling in multi-family settings 

Providing recycling services to multi-family dwellings, generally defined as a building with more than four residential units, carries difficul-
ties not typically experienced at single-family homes. Multi-family residences can have limited space to collect and store recyclables, diffi-
cult access and high resident turnover, making a consistent and effective recycling program harder to achieve in some cases. 

Link 

http://www.packworld.com/sustainability/recycling/collaboration-enables-sustainable-win
http://www.packworld.com/sustainability/measurements-amp-standards/whats-new-packaging-specific-environmental-evaluation
http://www.packworld.com/sustainability/renewable-resources/label-launches-products-made-wind-energy
http://www.packworld.com/sustainability/recycling/new-campaign-seeks-make-recycling-daily-social-norm
http://www.wasterecyclingnews.com/article/20130726/OPINION/307229997/editorial-the-green-fences-upside
http://www.wasterecyclingnews.com/article/20130719/NEWS02/130719921/report-various-tactics-used-to-increase-recycling-in-multi-family

